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WHERE EVERYONE 
IS WELCOME! 

 

 

Holy Cross Church is located in the village of Moorestown, Northampton County, 

Pennsylvania. It is just east of Route 512 on Route 946. The mailing address is 696 

Johnson Road, Nazareth, PA   18064-8828. 

 

mailto:holycrossnazareth@verizon.net


 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE HISTORY OF 
HOLY CROSS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

 

Circa 1772 -- Salem Lutheran Church (Moorestown, PA) and Jehovah Lutheran Church 
(Bushkill Center, PA) were founded. For almost 200 years these two congregations worshipped 
by sharing a building with a "Reformed" (UCC) congregation. 
 

August 25, 1963 -- The Jehovah "Union" church was dissolved. 
 

June 27, 1971 -- Jehovah and Salem voted to unite as one church and so Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church of Bushkill Center came into being. The new church held services in the former Jehovah 
church building.  
 

September 1, 1971 -- Salem Lutheran and Jehovah Lutheran re-united to form Holy Cross 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. This date marks the actual beginning of Holy Cross as we know it 
today.  
 

September 20, 1971 -- Salem "Union" church was dissolved.  
 

January 30, 1972 -- At the first annual congregational meeting, the Rev. Carl Adams was 
called, elected and installed as the first pastor.  
 

March 12, 1972 – 4 ½ acres of land in Moorestown were purchased for future new facility.  
 

February 4, 1973 -- A final decision to build a new church building was made.  
 

July 22, 1973 -- The congregation approved a written report from the building committee.  
 

July 21, 1974 -- A groundbreaking ceremony for the new church was held.  
 

November 21, 1974 -- Construction on the new church began.  
 

July 12, 1975 -- The tower bell from the Jehovah building was moved to the new Holy Cross 
Church in Moorestown.  
 

October 5, 1975 -- The new house of worship was dedicated.  
 

March 11, 1984 -- The mortgage on the new building was burned. 
 

May 5, 1985 -- Pastor Adams left to a new call.  
 

February 1, 1986 -- The Rev. John C. Kunkel began his ministry at Holy Cross.  
 

April 26, 1987 -- Congregational approval was given to build a 5,200-square-foot Christian 
Education Wing.  
 

May 24, 1987 -- Groundbreaking took place for the new Christian Education Wing.  
 

November 22, 1987 -- The new wing was dedicated.  
 

September 1, 1996 -- 25th anniversary is celebrated. 
 

May 31, 1998 – On Pentecost Sunday, the mortgage on the Christian Education Wing was 
burned. 
 

June 8, 2008 – The dedication of a major sanctuary renewal was held. 
 

November 13, 2011 – Congregation voted to affiliate with Lutheran Congregations in Mission 
for Christ (LCMC).  



Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church is affiliated with Lutheran Congregations in 

Mission for Christ (LCMC), which is headquartered in Canton, MI.   

 

Locally, Holy Cross is also a part of the Bath Area Council of Churches. This is an inter-

denominational body of about 10 local churches that gathers monthly to plan and 

implement various events that impact our communities. Examples of this include 
worship services, the food bank and the administration of a local emergency fund.  

Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church is governed locally by the Congregational 

Council. This group is committed to implementing the mission of the Church of Jesus 

Christ.  

 

Average attendance in 2014 is 138. Members total 344 over the age of 19, with another 

95 youth who are 18 or younger. Of the adult members, about 21 percent are younger 

than 40, 36 percent are ages 41-62, and 43 percent are older than 63. 
 

The mission of Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church is to respond to the love 

of God shown most fully to us in the great gift of his Son Jesus Christ. In order to 

do this, we engage in five strategic areas of ministry: WORSHIP, WITNESS, 

LEARNING, SERVICE, and SUPPORT. These categories help us define the tasks 

we do in order to boldly confess Christ as our Lord and Savior.  

 
WORSHIP: Certainly the key function of any church centers around its primary task and 
that is worship. We gather on Sundays and on occasion on other days throughout the 
year to offer our prayers, praise, and thanksgiving to almighty God for his great gift of 
Jesus Christ. Trying to meet the challenge of telling the “old, old story of Jesus and his 
love” in fresh and new ways is always our focus.  
 
WITNESS: We take very seriously the need to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
We strongly encourage our members to be open in sharing their faith by inviting new 
people in our community to join us in worship. We try our very best to be open to the 
needs of individuals and organizations of the community.  
 
LEARNING: A very crucial part of any Church's “ministry menu” centers around the role 
of education. Learning at Holy Cross is an area that receives top priority. We have a 
very active and involved church school program and annually we have a busy Vacation 
Bible School. Learning is a never-ending task that we take very seriously.  
 
SERVICE: I John tells us, “We love because he [Jesus] first loved us.” This sums up the 
over-arching principle that guides many of our church committees and organizations. 
The service we perform is as varied and different as each day God gives us. Service is 
to those who live next door as well as to those living on the other side of the world. To 
paraphrase I John, “We care for 'others because Jesus first cared for us.”  
 
SUPPORT: Many people consider the concept of “support” to involve only money. Such 
is not true. Yes, financial gifts are central to a part of the support function, but in no 
means tell the whole story. Support is the “engine” if you will, that “drives” our ministry 
by providing a solid base for its existence. While funding is crucial, it is never an end 



unto itself. The money enables that ministry to happen. If support is the "engine," the 
monetary gifts of members, the time given by volunteers, and the talent shared by those 
who have been blessed is the “fuel” that makes it all work.  
 
The following illustrates how Holy Cross puts these ministry areas into effect. 

 
WORSHIP 

Services are held every Sunday at: 

8:00 a.m. Worship 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

9:30 a.m. Informal Worship 

 
During the church year, on special occasions, we also hold weekday services. These 
include Christmas Eve, mid-week Lenten services, Holy Week, and Thanksgiving Eve.  

Worship, as quite possibly the single most important event any congregation conducts, 

is certainly a very important part of the life of Holy Cross. Our organist/adult choir 

director and our pastor are instrumental in planning and guiding the implementation of 

worship. Through meetings, discussions, and consultations they take very seriously the 
need to make this corporate event we call "worship" both inspirational and meaningful. To 

simply "follow the service in the book" week after week is not what we are all about. We 

are constantly searching for new, moving, and exciting ways to sing our praises to God 

for the great gift of salvation and life given through the precious gift of his dear Son 

Jesus Christ – that is what we are all about.  To that end, suggestions and feedback 

from all members are welcome at any time. Corporate worship is the "work" of all 

members ... and we encourage all members to get involved.  

 

WITNESS 
While at present we have no formal evangelism committee, we take very seriously the 
need to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. We strongly encourage our members to 
be open in sharing their faith by inviting new people in our community to join us in 
worship. We try our very best to be open to the needs of individuals and organizations 
of the community. Many groups such as Girl Scouts, Cub Scouts, 4-H, Nar-anon, and 
VASA (a Scandinavian heritage group) meet regularly in our facility. In being open to 
those around us, we make it abundantly clear that Holy Cross is a church that cares 
about people and their needs. We also bear witness to our faith by getting involved in 
many, varied service and emergency projects, both locally and around the globe. One 
example of how our faith is "lived out," is through a strong commitment to feeding the 
hungry via our national church's World Hunger program.  

        
LEARNING 

Our Sunday school teachers assist our 3- to 12-year-olds in their Christian education.  
Our pastor works with our youth, grades 7-12, in developing them through our 
confirmation program, and our Bethel Bible Study sessions are led by our lay worship 
leader. 

 

Sunday school is held at 9:30 a.m. from September through May. Each summer we also 



hold a Vacation Bible School for children up to and including sixth grade. All members 

of the community are invited to attend.  
 

Our current confirmation program is for students in grades 7 through 9. They meet on 

Sunday mornings after our 9:30 a.m. service. The requirements and expectations for 

those in the program are designed to educate and help students grow in their Lutheran 

faith and broaden their understanding of the church.  
 

Bible Study utilizing the Bethel Bible Series is led by our lay worship leader. This Bible 
study for men and women meets in semesters. 

 
SERVICE 

COMMUNITY GROUPS: The following is a list of community groups that meet at our 

church.  We invite any non-profit group to use our buildings and grounds.   

 

 VASA Order of America  

 Bushkill Cub Scouts/Weeblos    

 Junior Girl Scout Troop  

 Adult Children of Alcoholics and Dysfunctional Families (ACA)  

 Nar-anon  

 Singles Group (for “young at heart” women)  

 Blue Mountain Soccer League  

 4-H Clever Clovers  

 4-H Leather Crafters  

 Nazareth Soccer Club  
  
ALTAR GUILD: The Altar Guild is responsible for preparing the sanctuary for Sunday 

worship, communion, baptisms, and any special or seasonal services.   

 

THE LADIES AID SOCIETY: This group of women typically gathers one day a week to 
quilt. The money earned from their labor of love is given to the work of the church or to 
help provide some much-needed item or service. They have been meeting for 60 years.   
 

SOCIAL MINISTRY: This group has a monthly visit to residents of Gracedale 

Northampton County Home.  They take small gifts, goodies, readings, magazines, and 

their friendly personalities to make their visit special for the residents there. They also 
prepare cookies, flowers, and gifts for our sick and shut-ins for Christmas and Easter. 

They are always looking for ways to brighten up the day of special people. 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: This group meets twice a month to knit prayer shawls 

and lap blankets that are available for a donation to give as a gift. They are displayed in 

our Narthex.   
 
SPIRITUAL CARE TEAM: This group attends to the spiritual, social, and sometimes 

physical needs of members who are hospitalized, home-bound, or in nursing homes, or 



just going through a difficult time.   

 

OTHER WAYS TO SERVE: There are many other ways for our partners to get actively 

involved in the service of our Lord at Holy Cross. We have opportunities for lay readers, 

ushers/greeters, bulletin folders, newsletter/special mailings, Sunday school 

teachers/helpers, VBS teachers/helpers, prayer ministry, hospitality, and youth 
chaperones, to name a few.   

 

SUPPORT 

The mutual ministry committee is a group that functions, in essence, with a dual 

purpose. They perform the necessary tasks of a personnel committee, seeking 

replacements when staff vacancies exist, but also they are to be a "sounding board." 

That is to say, if ANY member has a problem or concern about the work of the 

congregation, they are encouraged to contact one of the members of the committee. In 

a "safe" (that is, confidential and non-judgmental) environment, their concern can be 

heard and appropriate actions taken. This committee is in existence to minimize conflict 

and discord by openly addressing concerns that may be raised by members. They do 

this in a caring and loving way that the mission and ministry of the church are not unduly 
impeded.  
 
Listed below are some specific ways in which financial contributions are sought and/or 
raised to help in the on-going work of Holy Cross.  
 

DEDICATED GIFTS: From time to time members of the congregation may "earmark" 
special gifts for specific purposes to be used exclusively for those stated needs. For 
example, a member may wish to designate a sum of money given for the expressed 
purpose of buying something special for the music program, or an item for worship use, 
or anything that will be of help or benefit for the congregation.  
 
ENDOWMENT GIFTS: These are monies contributed by members that in turn are 
invested and later used for special needs such as scholarships, continuing education, 
seminars, and the like.  

 

MEMORIAL FUND: Upon the death of a loved one, some families request contributions 

be given to the church in memory of that loved one. This money, when possible, is used 

to purchase a special item that is then memorialized to the glory of God in memory of 

the person who died.  
  



WELCOME TO THE LEHIGH VALLEY 

Holy Cross is outside of historical Nazareth, in a rural area of the Lehigh Valley – a 

vibrant region of three cities (Allentown, Bethlehem and Easton) and their suburbs in 

Lehigh and Northampton counties. The valley borders New Jersey and is conveniently 

located halfway between Philadelphia and New York City. The area has a lot to offer 

families and people of all ages. The Lehigh Valley is famous for the Andretti racing 

family, Martin guitars, Crayola, Larry Holmes, Mack Trucks, and Bethlehem Steel. 

The community offers abundant opportunities for recreation, education, entertainment, 

shopping, and enjoying the outdoors. Attractions include art galleries, museums, 

theaters, shopping, a casino, professional and youth sports, amusement parks, a zoo, 

and more. Several public schools in the area rank highly for their academic quality, and 

the Lehigh Valley is home to several prestigious universities. 

Our area is rich in history, with many of the towns and cities having been established in 

the 1700s.  

The region has its own airport, Lehigh Valley International Airport (ABE), with the major 

hubs of Newark’s and Philadelphia’s airports also easily accessible.   

Proximity to popular nearby destinations 
New York City – 1 to 1½ hours 
Newark Liberty International Airport – 1½ hours 
Philadelphia – 1 to 1½ hours 
Philadelphia International Airport – 1 hour 
Poconos – 30 minutes to 1 hour 
Jersey Shore – 2 hours 
Lancaster – 1½ hours 
Hershey – 1½ hours 
Gettysburg – 2 hours 
 
About 650,000 people live in the Lehigh Valley, and the median age is 40 years, 
according to Lehigh Valley Economic Development Corp. The median household 
income is $55,713. 
 
In May 2014, the median sales price of homes in the Lehigh Valley was $160,000, and 
the average was $181,019, according to the Lehigh Valley Association of Realtors. 
 
Learn more about the area: 

 Northampton County data 

 Hospitals in the Lehigh Valley 
 
 

SCHOOLS 

http://www.lehighvalley.org/regional_data/lehigh-valley-economic-data/
http://consumers.lvar.org/getattachment/7756eef7-3349-4fa4-9299-6ec107d86c19/2014-May-Market-Update.aspx
http://consumers.lvar.org/HOME.aspx
http://www.city-data.com/county/Northampton_County-PA.html
http://consumers.lvar.org/ABOUT-THE-LEHIGH-VALLEY/LEHIGH-VALLEY-HOSPITALS.aspx


The school districts nearest Holy Cross exceed state averages for quality of education 
and test scores. The following data is from USA.com for 2008-2012. 
 
Nazareth Area School District 
Median household income: $73,129 
Median house value: $248,500 
More information  
 
Northampton Area School District 

Median household income: $62,560 

Median house value: $207,700 

More information 

Pen Argyl Area School District 

Median household income: $53,289 

Median house value: $210,100 

More information 

More than 45,000 students attend local colleges and universities. 

 Cedar Crest College 

 DeSales University 

 East Stroudsburg University 

 Kutztown University 

 Lafayette College 

 Lehigh Carbon Community College 

 Lehigh University 

 Moravian College 

 Muhlenberg College 

 Northampton Community College 

 Penn State University – Lehigh Valley Campus 
 

SPORTS 
The Lehigh Valley boasts a few minor-league sports teams, along with competitive 
scholastic athletics. 
 
The Lehigh Valley IronPigs minor league baseball team is the Philadelphia Phillies’ 
Triple-A team. They play their home games at Coca-Cola Park in  
Allentown.  
 
The Lehigh Valley Steelhawks indoor football team plays its home games at Stabler 
Arena on Lehigh University’s Bethlehem campus.  
 

http://www.nazarethasd.k12.pa.us/site/default.aspx?PageID=1
http://www.usa.com/school-district-4216380.htm
http://www.northampton.k12.pa.us/
http://www.usa.com/school-district-4217370.htm
http://www.edline.net/pages/Pen_Argyl_ASD
http://www.usa.com/school-district-4218570.htm
http://www.cedarcrest.edu/
http://www.desales.edu/
http://www.esu.edu/
http://www.kutztown.edu/
http://www.lafayette.edu/
http://www.lccc.edu/
http://www4.lehigh.edu/
http://www.moravian.edu/
http://www.muhlenberg.edu/
http://www.northampton.edu/
http://www.lv.psu.edu/
http://www.milb.com/index.jsp?sid=t1410
http://www.lvsteelhawks.com/


The Lehigh Valley Phantoms ice hockey team is coming to a new arena at One City 
Center in downtown Allentown. The Phantoms are the American Hockey League 
affiliate of the NHL Philadelphia Flyers. 
 
 

FUN THINGS TO DO 

Discover Lehigh Valley and Lehigh Valley Find and Go Seek, a website about kid-
friendly fun, are helpful resources for finding entertainment and recreation options in our 
region. The list below highlights many of the fun destinations here. There also are 
countless venues offering laser tag, golf, bowling, roller skating, ice skating, indoor rock 
climbing, drive-in movie theaters and more. Follow the links to their websites for details. 
 
EDUCATIONAL FAMILY FUN 
Crayola Experience 
DaVinci Science Center 
Lehigh Valley Zoo  
 
FAIRS AND FESTIVALS 
Musikfest - 10 days of free music in downtown Bethlehem every August, along with food 
and craft vendors 
Celtic Fest - one of the largest Highland games and festival in North America 
Christkindlmarkt  - Christmas holiday market in Bethlehem 
Allentown State Fair – a tradition since 1852 
 
AMUSEMENT PARKS 
Dorney Park & Wildwater Kingdom - amusement and waterpark 
Knoebel’s - amusement park and camping 
Hershey Park - amusement and waterpark 
Land of Make Believe - amusement and waterpark for younger kids 
Camelbeach Mountain Waterpark 
Camelback Mountain Resort - snow skiing 
Blue Mountain - snow skiing 
Great Wolf Lodge - water park and hotel 
 
SCENIC HIKING 
Jacobsburg Environmental Education Center 
Hawk Mountain 
 
THEATERS 
Sight and Sound Theatre  
Muhlenberg Summer Music Theatre 
Pennsylvania Playhouse  
Zoellner Arts Center  
State Theatre 
SteelStacks 

http://phantomsarena.com/
http://www.discoverlehighvalley.com/
http://lehighvalley.findandgoseek.net/
http://www.crayolaexperience.com/
http://www.davincisciencecenter.org/
http://www.lvzoo.org/
http://www.musikfest.org/
http://www.celticfest.org/
http://www.christmascity.org/christkindlmarkt/
http://www.allentownfairpa.org/
https://www.dorneypark.com/
http://www.knoebels.com/
http://www.hersheypark.com/
http://www.lomb.com/
http://www.camelbeach.com/
http://www.skicamelback.com/
http://www.skibluemt.com/
http://www.greatwolf.com/poconos/waterpark
http://www.stateparks.com/jacobsburg_state_park_in_pennsylvania.html
http://www.hawkmountain.org/
http://www.sight-sound.com/WebSite/home.do
http://www.muhlenberg.edu/main/academics/theatre-dance/smt/
http://www.paplayhouse.org/
http://zoellner.cas2.lehigh.edu/
shttp://statetheatre.org/
http://www.steelstacks.org/

